
Part I – 7.00pm

Welcome speech of H.E Mr Mal Berisha
Ambassador of the Republic of Albania to the Court of St James’s

Genc Tukiçi piano
Variations on Mozart’s March, British and Albanian National Anthems (arr. Tukiçi)

Inva Mula soprano
Alfredo Catalani  La Wally

Giacomo Puccini  La Bohéme, Musetta
Giacomo Puccini  Gianni Schicchi, O Mio Babbino Caro

Vincenzo Bellini  Norma, Casta Diva

Melina Karagianni piano
Chopin  Revolutionary Etude

Andrzej Panufnik  12 Miniature Studies, No.10, Sempre pianissimo e molto dolce

Inva Mula soprano 
Francis Poulenc  Les Chemins de L’amour 

Charles Gounod  Faust, Margherita 

Part II – 7.35pm

Roxanna Panufnik presents
Autumn in Albania from her Four World’s Seasons
Eljon Vejsiu violin, Marjela Cingo piano

Albanian Poems
Words: Robert Wilton  Music: Genc Tukiçi piano

Naim Frashëri  !e Story of Skanderbeg
Jeronim De Rada  What is there sweeter than a kiss?

Ismail Kadare  Crystal

!omas Simaku
Capriccioso for Solo Violin – World Première

written for and dedicated to Peter Sheppard-Skærved
Peter Sheppard-Skærved violin 

Inva Mula soprano
Traditional Albanian Songs:

Moj e bukura Morenë  (My lovely Morea)
Per mu paska kenë kismet  (!is might have been my destiny)

Kur më vjen burri nga stani  (When my husband comes from the pastures)
Shqiperi o vendi im  (Albania, oh my country)

Ta dish  (You know, don’t you?) No
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Albanian soprano Inva Mula was born into a family of artists  
(her father Avni Mula and her mother Nina Mula were both  
opera singers). She studied singing at the Tirana Academy of Arts 
and made her debut in 1987 when she won the Albanian Singers 
Competition. In 1990 she won the George Enescu Competition 
in Bucharest and in 1992 the Butterfly Competition in Barcelona. 

In 1993 she started an international career at the Avignon Opera 
with La Traviata, Romeo and Juliet, and Un Ballo in Maschera and 
has since sung at major opera houses in New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Paris, La Scala of Milan, Verona, Florence, Parma, Berlin, 
Vienna, Tokyo, Toronto, as Violetta (La Traviata), Gilda (Rigoletto), 
Nanetta (Falstaff), Mimi (La Boheme) and Massenet’s Manon. 

Inva has extended her repertory to include roles such as 
Marguerite (Faust), Antonia in Les Contes d’Hoffmann, Prodana 
Nevesta of Smetana, Donizetti’s Lucia de Lammermour, and 
Nedda in I Pagliacci. 

Recently she triumphed at the Paris Opera with the uncommon 
and difficult role of Mireille and in the role of Amelia, Simon 
Boccanegra with her mentor Placido Domingo. 

Inva’s wide discography includes rare opera DVDs ranging from 
Ivan IV of Bizet to Il Duca d’Alba of Donizetti and many solo 
albums including ‘Per Ty Atdhe’, an album released in 2012 in 
occasion of the Centenary of the Albanian Independence. 

She has been awarded by the French Government the title of 
‘Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres’ and by the President of  
Albania the high honorific title of ‘The Nation’s Honour’. 
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Genc Tukiçi is an Albanian born French pianist  
and composer. He graduated top of the class from 
Tirana’s Conservatory of Music. Then he obtained 
the Concert Diploma of the Ecole Normale of 
Music of Paris, where he is now a professor. 

His international piano career took him to the 
world’s top concert halls and led to his recognition 
as one of the leading instrumentalists of his 
generation. Some of his concerts, especially 
the ones in the Musical Summits of Gstaad in 
Switzerland, in the concert hall Gaveau or concert 
hall Cortot in Paris, in the Ancient Theater of 
Orange, or in New York (CAMI hall) were worth 
to him being recognised as one of the most 
remarkable instrumentalist of his generation.

He received the prestigious prize ‘Nino Rota’ 
which rewarded “this great musician of 
international level” and noticed his “magnificent 
performances made of heart and spirit, in perfect 
symbiosis with the orchestra”.
Many recordings have been made of his 
performances, especially with the Symphonic 
Orchestra of Tirana, with the Albanian and 
Slovenian Radio Television Orchestra and the 
Russian Tchaikovsky Orchestra.

Genc Tukiçi accompanies other leading artists 
such as Inva Mula, with whom he plays regularly. 
In 2012, his testimony, published under the title 
‘The music in 3D’ appeared in a work dedicated 
to the piano and the art of accompaniment 
‘Piano ma non solo’, J-P Thiollet, the Monnier. 
A CD of his compositions, inspired by patriotic 
themes and including parts for soprano, piano and 
orchestra – with Inva Mula was released in 2012.

Roxanna Panufnik is one of the UK’s most 
popular and loved composers whose works have 
struck a deep emotional chord with audiences 
everywhere. Since studying composition at 
London’s Royal Academy of Music, she’s since 
written a wide range of pieces including opera, 
ballet, music theatre, choral works, chamber 
compositions and music for film and television 
which are regularly performed all over the world.

Among her most widely given works are 
Westminster Mass, commissioned for Westminster 
Cathedral Choir on the occasion of Cardinal 
Hume’s 75th birthday; The Music Programme, 
an opera for Polish National Opera’s millennium 
season which received its UK première at the 
BOC Covent Garden Festival; the oratorio ‘Dance 
of Life’ (in Latin and Estonian), incorporating 
her fourth mass setting, for multiple Tallinn 
choirs and the Tallinn Philharmonic Orchestra 
(commissioned to mark their tenure of European 
Capital of Culture 2011 and recently released 
on Warner Classics 2014 and ‘Four World 
Seasons’ for violinist Tasmin Little and the London 
Mozart Players, which was broadcast live on 
BBC Radio 3, launching their Music Nation 
Weekend, celebrating the 2012 Olympics. The 
first season ‘Autumn in Albania’ will be played 
at the Second Edition of Notes on Albania.

Her music is recorded on many major labels 
including Warner Classics, EMI Classics and 
Signum. 2014 is the centenary of the birth of 
Roxanna’s father, Andrzej Panufnik – many 
concerts, recordings and events including  
father-daughter programming will be  
happening over this year.
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Peter Sheppard-Skærved is the only violinist 
to have performed on the violins of Viotti, 
Paganini, Joachim, Kreisler and Ole Bull. 
He is the dedicatee of over 400 works for 
violin, by composers including Hans Werner 
Henze, Poul Ruders, David Matthews, Judith 
Weir and Jörg Widmann. He has made over 
60 critically acclaimed recordings, including 
cycles of sonatas by Tartini and Beethoven, 
Quartets by Reicha and Tippett, and many of 
the works written for him. This has resulted 
in a Grammy nomination, and awards from 
the BBC Music Magazine. Peter is the only 
musician to have been invited to curate an 
exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery, 
London, and has made and performance 
projects for the Library of Congress, 
Washington DC, the British Museum, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London and 
galleries worldwide. He is going to play the 
world première of ‘Capriccioso’ – a virtuosic 
work for solo violin by the Albanian-born 
British composer Thomas Simaku, performed 
by its dedicatee Peter Sheppard-Skærved.  Pe
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A graduate of the Tirana Conservatoire,  
Thomas Simaku (b.1958) gained a PhD in 
Composition from York University (1996). 
Winner of the coveted ‘Lionel Robbins 
Scholarship’, Simaku was also the ‘1996 Leonard 
Bernstein Fellow’ at Tanglewood, USA, and a 
fellow at California State University. Published 
in England, his music has reached audiences 
across Europe and USA, and has been awarded 
a host of accolades for its unique expressive 
qualities. Simaku’s work Epitaph for String 
Orchestra was selected by the International Jury 
for the 1995 World Music Days (Germany) – 
the first ever Albanian music to be included in 
this prestigious festival. Subsequently his works 
have been selected in eight further editions of 
ISCM festivals. His CD, released on Naxos 21st 
Century Classics series in 2008 reached the best 
of year list in the USA. In 2009 Simaku received 
a British Composer Award with ‘Soliloquy V – 
Flauto Acerbo’, which the judging panel  
described as “visionary and entirely original”; in 
2013 he won the first prize of the International 
Competition for Lutos!awski’s 100th Birthday 
with ‘Concerto for Orchestra’, chosen from  
160 compositions submitted anonymously  
from 37 countries. Thomas Simaku holds a 
senior position as Reader in Composition  
at the University of York. 


