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Albanian-American-Jewish Relations: 

 
 Contributions of U.S. Ambassador to Albania, 

Herman Bernstein (1876-1935) 



  
 
 

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlQ7EH0Skjg&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlQ7EH0Skjg&feature=youtu.be


A Journalist, Writer, And Diplomat  

     Herman Bernstein (1876 ς 1935) 
   



US Ambassador to the Kingdom of Albania  
 

ά¢ƛǊŀƴŀ was to me for three and a half years a most fascinating listening and 

observation post. I found that though Albania has often been referred to as 

one of the most sensitive danger zones in Europe, the Albanians are a peace-

loving people, and the policy of your government is unquestionably a policy of 

peace in the Balkans.  I visited practically every part of Albania and learned to 

know and to love your people, whose simplicity, genuineness, hospitality and 

kindliness have left an indelible impression upon me. 

Herman Bernstein 



Rescue in Albania  

    



Posing with T. Scarlet Epstein ς Jewish 
Survivor in Albania, 1938-1939 

 5ŜōōȅΣ tǊƻŦ  ¢Φ {ŎŀǊƭŜǘ 9ǇǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
on the day of funeral: 

Mom always kept telling us:  

ά{ŀȅ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΣ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ 
ǿŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
my chest [pointing to her heart], because 
there is a button there, and if you press it, 
it will automatically start speaking like a 
doll, saying:  

Ψ!ƭōŀƴƛŀ {ŀǾŜŘ aȅ [ƛŦŜΣ !ƭōŀƴƛŀ {ŀǾŜŘ aȅ 
[ƛŦŜΩ 

 



A Culture Of Rescue: Celebrating JewishςAlbanian Solidarity Amidst The 
Holocaust 

November 22, 2012 

On November 22, 2012, the Albanian Embassy and the Wiener Library in London hosted a special event, 

ñA Culture of Rescue: An evening celebrating Jewish-Albanian solidarity against the Holocaust,ò at The 

Wiener Library in London. BESA is a code of conduct that stands above religious differences. éProfessor 

Scarlet Epstein was decorated by the Albanian government 

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Wiener-Library1.j


!ƴ ŀƛƳΧΗ 

ñDuring my tenure as the Ambassador of Albania I 
have tried to do my best to disseminate Albanian-
Jewish history. This is not merely because I desire 
recognition for what the people of my country have 
done, but rather to present to the world a rare 
model of coexistence, peaceful cooperation, and 
the absence of anti-Semitism. 

MB 



ñSuch an example exists even today among 
Albanians in a troubled world split apart by hatred, 
war, and religious conflict. This is why one of the 
priorities of my job has been to promote this model 
as a unique example of human potential.ò 
 
MB 
 



  
Holocaust Memorial Service At Middlesex University :  

The Albanian Besa  
 
 

On January 20, 2013, Middlesex University in the United Kingdom organized a Holocaust Memorial 

Service entitled ñThe Albanian BESA and the History of Judaism in Albaniaò (keynote speaker, Mal 

Berisha). Albania was the only country in Europe where the Jewish population had increased during the 

years 1939-45.   
 

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Mr-Mal-Berisha-at-the-Holocaust-Memorial-Service.j


  
Evening of Remembrance at Pinner Synagogue 

April 17, 2013 

 

On the 70th Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the theme of the evening 

was ñResistance and Rescue.ò It was  an evening of Yom Hashoah to 

commemorate the history of Albanian-Jewish relations. 

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Pinner-Sinagogue-7-April-2013.j


BESA ς ά¢I9 twhaL{9έ Jewish Film Festival In London 
November 18, 2013 

 

A screening of the film ñBESA ï The Promiseò took place at the Tricycle Theatre in Kilburn, London. 

It conveyed a strong message of Albanian decency towards Jews in a fantastic story of the reunion 

of a Jewish and an Albanian family after almost 60 years of lost connections. The Albanian 

Embassy in London was co-organizer of the event.  

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Besa.j


Two Memorial Days In London τ Albanian Besa Is Honored 
January 16, 2014 

 

The Pinner Synagogue in London also screened BESA ï THE PROMISE, a film 
directed by Jason Williams with the contribution of Norman Gershman. Mrs. 
Gabby Glasman said: ñA tree planted in Jerusalem symbolises the 
extraordinary gratitude for the brave acts of the Albanian people who sheltered 
and saved Jewish refugees during Holocaust.ò  

     

      

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Gaby-Glassmann-dhe-Ambasadori-Mal-Berisha.j
http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Mrs-Gaby-Glassman-Pinner-Synagogue.j
http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/HE-Mr-Mal-Berisha-Pinner-Synagogue.j


ά.9{! - ¢ƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜέ !ǘ ǘƘŜ Pinner Synagogue.  
January 16, 2014 

 

http://www.albanianembassy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Albanian-event-Pinner-Synagogue1.j


 
Ambassador Herman Bernstein 

 
The American Jewish writer Gertrude Stein once 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƛƳŜΤ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦέ  

It has taken time to illuminate the remarkable 
history of Jews saved in Albania.  



Herman Bernstein  

ÅA writer and a great intellectual 

ÅA Jewish activist 

ÅA courageous polemist  

ÅA friend to President Woodrow Wilson and President Herbert 
Hoover 

ÅA journalist and a traveller (the Russian Revolution coverage 
and the Paris Peace Conference). 

 



 
Herman Bernstein: A great U.S. diplomat in Albania 

 
 

ÅFirst American of Russian Jewish descent to become a U.S. 
Ambassador 

ÅRelationship with Albanian King Ahmet Zogu. 

ÅCorrespondence with Albanian patriots. 

ÅRelationship with  Albanian religious leaders. 

ÅPlan to establish a Jewish safe haven in Albania and 
discussions with Albanian King Ahmet Zogu. 

ÅHis ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ policies towards Albania, 
published in New York Times in 1934.  (Mussolini occupied the 
country  five years after he wrote the article). 

Å  



Herman Bernstein: A great U.S. diplomat in Albania  
 

ÅHis discoveries about Jewish Life in Albaniaτthe 
False Messiah Sabbatai Zevi and his death in Albania; 
the Dönmeh Jews of Sabbatai Zevi. 

ÅHis contribution to the history of Jews in Albania. 

ÅHis  contribution to recording Albanian life, culture, 
religion, language, folklore, tradition, history, 
archaeology, and ethnography. 

 



Bernstein ς A Model Diplomat ς Preserving His 
Historic Legacy for the Future 



Herman Bernstein:  The United States Ambassador to Albania,   
February 1930 to September 1933.  

 

Dielli (The Sun) Albanian American 
Newspaper, Boston, Massachusetts, 
Friday, March 21, 1930 

 



Herman Bernstein ς a great writer 

ÅThe Flight of Time  
ÅIn the Gates of Israel  
ÅContrite Hearts  
ÅCelebrities of Our Time  
ÅThe Road to Peace 
ÅThe History of a Lie  
ÅWith Master Minds 
ÅWilly ς Nicky Telegrams 
ÅHerbert Hoover - The Man who Brought 

 America to the World  

 



{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ .ŜǊƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 

  



With Master Minds  
ÅBernstein & Leo Tolstoy 
ÅBernstein & Premier Count Sergius Witte 
ÅBernstein & Metchnikoff 
ÅBernstein & George Bernard Shaw 
ÅBernstein & Professor Henry Bergson 
ÅBernstein & Auguste Rodin 
ÅBernstein & Havelock Ellis 
ÅBernstein & Maxime Kovalevsky 
ÅBernstein & Sheik-ul-islam In Istanbul 



 
.ŜǊƴǎǘŜƛƴ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ CƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛǎŜ aŜƴ hŦ ½ƛƻƴέ 

 Bernstein - A Great Polemist - Winner of a $200,000  Fine 
against Ford  

 

Protocols Of The Elders Of Zion 



Bernstein τ A Courageous  Journalist τ The Willy Nicky Telegrams 



 President Woodrow Wilson 
 

ÅIn 1919 Bernstein went to Paris with the 
American Delegation as a journalist.  

ÅHe reported from Paris for many 
American newspapers.  

ÅThe story of the Paris Peace Conference is 
linked to the position of the United States 
represented by President Wilson and to 
the contributions of an American 
missionary, Charles Telford Erickson, later 
friend of Ambassador Bernstein.  



President Herbert Hoover 
 

ÅHerbert Hoover was the 31st President of the 
United States, from 1929 until 1933. 

ÅSecretary of Commerce from 1921 to 1928.  

ÅIn 1925 he gave a donation of 10,000 US 
dollars from his personal account, on the 
condition of anonymity, for the Agricultural 
School of Kavaja in Albania.  

ÅIt was  ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ 9ǊƛŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
in 1966.  

ÅRegarding Herbert Hoover a great man, 
Bernstein wrote his book The Man who 
Brought America to the World. 



Charles Telford Erickson 

The relations between Hoover and Erickson, between Hoover and Bernstein, andτ

after Bernstein assumed his position in Tiranaτbetween Erickson and Bernstein, 

have all had a long-enduring, positive influence on American-Albanian relations 

 

 



 

 
Bernstein - American Ambassador in Albania 

  

 ÅBernstein assumed his position as American Ambassador  to 
the Albanian Kingdom on February 17, 1930. 

ÅBernstein was the first American of Russian Jewish descent 
to be appointed US Ambassador. 

ÅUpon his appointment he received congratulatory letters 
from various prestigious Jewish personalities and 
institutions. 

 

 

 



Bernstein and the staff of the US Legation in Tirana, Albania 
 


