






“If you 

represent our 

Albanian 

nation, 

represent it 

with pride.”







SOFT POWER - PUBLIC DIPLOMACY IN PRACTICE: 

• Highlighting the contribution of Albanians to western civilisation through the figure of our National 
Hero, George Kastrioti Skanderbeg;Highlighting

• Celebrating the legacy of St Mother Theresa;Celebrating
• Raising global awareness on the noble values of Besa, religious tolerance and the rescue of Jews 

during WWIIRaising
• Promoting Albanian culture through music and arts;Promoting
• Presenting our ancient history and heritage through the publications of British,  Albanian and American  

authors Presenting
• Fostering bilateral relations through local cooperation and community buildingFostering
• Acknowledging British  personalities that have contributed to build stronger bridges between our 

countries and peopleAcknowledging

SOFT POWER - PUBLIC DIPLOMACY IN PRACTICE: 



“Soft power is the ability 
to influence others 
through attraction rather 
than coercion or 
payment.”
— Joseph S. Nye Jr.,
Harvard Kennedy School



With the ‘father’ of Soft Power, Prof. Joseph S. Nye, Jr., during a 
presentation at the Starr Auditorium, Belfer Building, Kennedy 
School of Government, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA.



Albanian Soft Power presented in London, New York, Tirana, and 
Prishtina; at the Geneva School of Diplomacy, Harvard University, the 
Vienna Diplomatic Academy, Shkup;  “Nënë Tereza” University, Korçë; 
“Fan Noli” University, including the U.S. Embassy in London and the 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, New York.



FAIK KONICA: 

A model of 
The Albanian 
diplomat of all 
times



27 June 2013 – Buckingham Palace

PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS TO 
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

The Albanian Lahuta, a traditional 
handcrafted instrument of exceptional 
artistry, created in filigree by the 
Albanian master artisan Pirro, was 
formally presented to Her Majesty the 
Queen. It was displayed with honor in 
the Queen’s Ambassadors’ Hall, 
prominently visible during the royal 
audience, and was subsequently 
preserved as part of the British 
Kingdom Art Collection.



10 October 2013 — The 
credentials ceremony took 
place in Dublin at Áras an 
Uachtaráin. On this 
occasion, the Ambassador 
presented His Excellency 
the President of Ireland, 
Michael D. Higgins, with a 
collection of his poems 
translated into Albanian by 
the Albanian poet, Irish 
citizen  Ndrek Gjini. 



Albanians and Albania in:

 THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
MAGAZINE:

A Full Study of all Writings Over a Century (1909–2007) 

In English: 

“OAKS ON THE ILLYRIAN SOIL”



Albanians in 
THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE 

www.Malberisha.com



A moment of pride: 
respectfully 
presenting the book 
“Shqiptarët, Lisa 
mbi Truallin Ilir”
to our Albanian 
famous writer  
ISMAIL KADARE.
Mirovice, 2008.



Diocletian was an 
Illyrian Emperor of 
Rome. We take pride 
in his legacy, which 
endures eternally in 
his palace at 
Spalatum—today’s 
Split, in Croatia.

National Geographic Magazine 



ALBANIANS GAVE TO 
VATICAN 4 POPES:

• Pope Saint Eleutherius

• (175–189).

• Pope Saint Caius

• (283–296).

• Pope John IV

• (640–642).

• Pope Clement XI

• (1700–1721)
• National Geographic Magazine 



Pope Clement XI, 
born Giovanni 
Francesco Albani, 
was head of the 
Catholic Church and 
ruler of the Papal 
States from 23 
November 1700 to 
his death in March 
1721. Clement XI was 
a patron of the arts 
and of science.

ALBANIANS IN THE 

NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 

MAGAZINE 

Across the 

centuries, the 

Arbëreshë 

community 

contributed one 

Pope and three 

Cardinals to 
Italy.

•                           National Geographic Magazine 



Albanians in
THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE

FRANCESCO CRISPI
Francesco Crispi (1819–1901) was a crucial 
Italian Risorgimento leader and Prime 
Minister of Italy with Arbëreshë (Albanian) 
ancestry from Sicily. He identified as "an 
Albanian by blood and heart," spoke the 
Arbëreshë language, and was instrumental in 
the 1860 unification of Italy.
The Arbëreshë gave Italy a Prime Minister 
and statesman such as  Francesco Crispi.
They preserved Albanian culture during 
Ottoman rule, and their scholars were 
among the first to codify and write the 
Albanian language.National Geographic Magazine 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Francesco+Crispi&sca_esv=7c9c7ad65767dd29&sxsrf=ANbL-n4t_zouyXok0AT2afJEyoepbAeFYA%3A1770306043406&source=hp&ei=-7mEaau-FI2ZptQPmqKnkAs&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaYTIC3QWtuFsP_MFG-rw_nklGKSPyb8a&oq=francesko+Crispi&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwiLwIjg3MKSAxVHE1kFHRtJBPsQgK4QegQIARAD


Muhammad Ali Pasha (1769–
1849) was an Ottoman Albanian 
ruler who governed Egypt from 
1805 to 1848 and is widely 
regarded as the founder of 
modern Egypt. 

At the height of his power, he 
controlled vast territories across 
the Middle East and transformed 
Cairo into the center of a rising 
empire.

National Geographic Magazine 



28 November 2012: To mark the 100th Anniversary of Independence, the 
Embassy of Albania placed the Bust of the Albanian National Hero, Skanderbeg 
The unveiling ceremony was attended by the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Susie 
Burbridge, local authorities and the Albanian community in London and 
elsewhere.



The bust of Gjergj Kastrioti 
Skanderbeg was crafted by the 
Albanian sculptor Kreshnik 
Xhiku. 

It was installed at 113 Inverness 
Terrace, London W2 6JH,  
Bayswater, 
on 28 November 2012, marking 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Independence of Albania.



An English lady, Patricia 
Nugee, former librarian of the 
British Library in London, 
possesses the richest private 
collection of books on Gjergj 
Kastrioti Skanderbeg in the 
world. She is a close friend of 
the Albanian Embassy in 
London.

In the photo: the emblem of the 
collection.



Albanian diplomats place the bust of Skanderbeg in the Arbëreshi village 
of Munxhufuni, Italy 4 August 2013 at the Skanderbeg Square, in the 
presence of regional and local authorities.



Tracing the overlooked 
Albanian history in London 
through landmark works of 
British and American 
scholarship—from Richard 
Knolles’ 1603 account of 
Skanderbeg, to Benjamin 
Disraeli’s romantic epic The 
Rise of Iskander, and 
Carleton S. Coon’s 
anthropological classic The 
Mountains of Giants.



Richard 
Knolles

THE 
GENERALL 
HISTORIE 
OF THE 
TURKES
 
London,1603





THE RISE OF ISKANDER 

A novel by Benjamin Disraeli
It is a historical novella published in 1833, 
based on the life of the 15th-century 
Albanian national hero Skanderbeg 
(Iskander).

•   It is published in English language 40 
times.

• Now it is published in the Albanian 
Language as well. 









This study aims to present a 
comprehensive and well-rounded 
overview of the history in question 
from the year 1912, when this issue 
began to acquire a certain 
diplomatic significance, through to 
1923, placing particular emphasis 
on the broader European 
dimensions as well as on the local 
and national elements that 
influenced the international 
situation.



CARLETON S. COON, one of the 
greatest American anthropologists 
of the twentieth century, spent a full 
year in northern Albania, 1929 – 
1930, studying the anthropological 
characteristics of the Albanian 
people. Based on this extensive 
fieldwork, he wrote the book

 THE MOUNTAINS OF GIANTS,

 a landmark study that documents 
the physical, social, and cultural 
features of the northern Albanian 
highlanders.



Front and Back Covers of The Mountains of Giants by
 Carleton S. Coon - In Albanian language 





Charles Telford Erickson (1876–1966):
The American Who Dedicated His 
Life to Albania
Published in Albanian language in 
three volumes (2012), this work 
presents a thoroughly researched and 
well-documented biography of 
Erickson’s life and legacy.
The remaining two volumes include his 
writings, comprising five previously 
unpublished books, now translated 
and published under the title:

ALBANIANS – THE ENIGMA OF THE 
BALKANS



“The Albanian language is the 
element that represents the Albanian 
more clearly than anything else and 
explains his identity more fully than 
any interpreter could. Although it 
contains words of Latin and Turkish 
origin, it remains, beyond any doubt, 
the living body of a clearly defined 
language, ancient in its essence.”

Charles Telford Erickson
The American Who Devoted His Life 
to Albania



ROBERT WILTON.mxf

“SCANDERBEG”

A Poem by
Dr. Charles Telford 
Erickson

Interpreted by the 
English actor
Robert Wilton

 ERICKSON

https://youtu.be/VukTvqw_uVw


https://youtu.be/VukTvqw_uVw

https://youtu.be/VukTvqw_uVw






Established in 1925, the Order of 
Skanderbeg honors 
distinguished service to Albania. 
King Zog awarded it to Charles 
Telford Erickson. 
In 2012 it was given to  Father 
Arthur Lyolin of the Albanian 
Orthodox Church in Boston and 
stands on the wall of Fan Noli’s 
Library.
Glory!



GRATITUDE IS THE PARAMETER 
OF THE HUMAN NOBILITY 
The bust of Dr. Charles Telford Erickson, a 
work by sculptor Kreshnik Xhiku, is placed 
in front of the vocational school that bears 
his name. 

The school was founded by him on 20 
September 1925 in Golem, Kavajë, and 
remains fully operational today, standing as 
a lasting testament to Dr. Erickson’s 
educational vision and humanistic legacy.



Founded in 1912 by Colonel Aubrey Herbert and supported by Edith 
Durham, the Anglo-Albanian Association has fostered British-Albanian 
understanding and support for Albania’s independence and cultural identity. 
Today, the Honorary President of the Anglo-Albanian Association is 
the renowned historian Sir Noel Malcolm.



I see that you are a 
person of importance in 
your country, Great 
Britain. The best reward 
for me would be:

“BE A GOOD VOICE FOR 
MY SUFFERING 
COUNTRY, ALBANIA,
WHEREVER AND 
WHENEVER YOU ARE 
GIVEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY!”





GRATITUDE IS THE PARAMETER OF THE HUMAN NOBILITY 

“THREE EPISODES OF A 
DOCUMENTARY FILM 
DEDICATED TO THE WORK 
OF THE FOREMOST 
CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 
PHILOSOPHER AND 
HISTORIAN ON THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
ALBANIANS IN THE BALKAN 
PENINSULA.”





…A picturesque portrayal of the 
uninterrupted human drama, of hopes, 
achievements, failures, and conflicts 
among the multilingual peoples of the 
Old Continent.

…Europe today, with its institutions that 
safeguard peace…

…The historical and contemporary place 
of Albanians within their own continent.

SHQIPTARËT, EVROPIANËT MË TË LASHTË DHE MË TË RINJ



A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF 

THE ALBANIAN DIASPORA IN TURKEY 

• One of the oldest Albanian diasporas; 

• Highly adapted and partially assimilated;

• Core Albanian identity preserved; 

• The Turkish–Albanian Brotherhood Association; • “Vëllazëria Turko-
Shqiptare” Association (Türk ve Arnavut Kardeşliği Derneği); 

• The ongoing responsibility of Albanian diplomacy from Albania and 

Kosova;

    Potentially from North Macedonia, should an ethnic Albanian 
diplomat be employed there, as well. 





The Anthology of 
Patriotic Activities of 
the Pan-Albanian 
Federation of 
America, “VATRA”

Over a period of more 
than one century



A Comprehensive 
Study of the 
Activities and 
Contributions of the 
Albanian American 
Civic League under 
the Leadership of 
Former U.S. 
Congressman 
Joseph DioGuardi 
and his wife Shirley 
Cloise 



Based on the highest moral values embodied in 
ALBANIAN BESA, hundreds of Jews were 
unconditionally sheltered by ordinary Albanians, 
primarily in rural areas of the country. 



One Hundred Percent of 
Jews in Albania Were 
Rescued from the 
Holocaust.

Even the Albanian 
authorities, under 
German occupation, 
protected and saved the 
Jews



The untold story of the 
Jews who were entirely 
saved in Albania 
throughout history, 
particularly during the 
Holocaust—an 
important responsibility 
of Albanian diplomacy 
to bring this righteous 
story to the world.



The story of Prof Dr Scarlet 
Epstein whose life and her 
family life was saved in 
Albania.

She died in 2014 telling 
everybody that:
 “Albania Saved My life” 







Quote by Herman Bernstein

 “There is no trace of any 

discrimination against Jews in 

Albania, because Albania 

happens to be one of the rare 

lands in Europe today where 

religious prejudice and hate do 

not exist, even though Albanians 

themselves are divided into 

three faiths.” 

 Herman Bernstein



The names of seventy-
five Albanian families 
who rescued Jews are 
engraved at the Yad 
Vashem Memorial 
Museum in Jerusalem, 
honoring them as 
“Righteous Among the 
Nations.”



14 December 2014:
A lecture on Albanian–
Jewish relations was 
delivered at the YIVO 
Institute for Jewish 
Research in New York 
City, attended by leaders 
of the American Jewish 
community, researchers, 
scholars, and members 
of the Albanian 
community in the United 
States.



“THE ALBANIANS SAVED 
OUR LIVES”

An interview with Ms. Felicita 
Jakoel, President of the 
Albania–Israel Association, 
presenting documented facts 
on how Albanians, from 
ordinary citizens to senior 
government officials during 
the period of German 
occupation, protected and 
saved Jews in Albania.



Mother Teresa (Anjezë 
Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, 1910–1997) 
was an Albanian Catholic nun 
and humanitarian, born in 
Skopje to an Albanian family. 
She dedicated her life to 
serving the poorest of the poor, 
especially in Calcutta, where 
she founded the Missionaries 
of Charity in 1950. She 
received  the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1979 and was 
canonized in 2016 as Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta.



Some of the distinguished 
Albanians whose 
achievements bring pride to 
Albania, Kosova, and to all 
Albanian communities 
worldwide.





















MARIGONA QERKEZI, A DISTINGUISHED SOPRANO FROM 
KOSOVA



Born in Mitrovica, 
Elebenita Kajtazi 
is one of the 
leading opera 
singers at the 
Deutsche Opera 
in Berlin



Rita Ora (born November 26, 
1990, in Pristina, Kosovo) is a 
British singer, songwriter, and 
actress of Albanian heritage. 
She rose to international 
fame with her debut album 
Ora (2012), which topped the 
UK Albums Chart, and later 
expanded her career into 
film, television, and fashion, 
becoming one of the most 
prominent Albanian-origin 
artists worldwide.



Together with the 
Ambassador of Kosova 
in London, Mr Lirim 
Greiçevci presenting 
Rita Ora with a gift 
granted by the Albanian 
Government — a 100-
year-old Albanian 
xhubleta — in honor of 
the 100th anniversary of 
the Independence of the 
Albanian State.



A joyful day at the Albanian Embassy with Rita Ora



Dua Lipa is a British singer 
and songwriter of Kosovar 
Albanian heritage.   
Known for her distinctive 
voice and modern pop 
sound, she is one of the 
most influential pop artists 
of her generation in the 
world, today.





Saimir Pirgu (born 1981 in 
Elbasan, Albania) is an 
internationally acclaimed 
Albanian operatic tenor.
 Discovered by Luciano 
Pavarotti, he has 
performed at leading opera 
houses worldwide.
He was a frequent visitor to 
the Albanian Embassy in 
London.



Golden Olympic 
Medal Winners from 
Kosova
Distria Krasniqi

Majlinda Kelmendi

Nora Gjakova



THE AUTUMN IN 
ALBANIA PART OF 
THE FOUR 
SEASONS OF THE 
WORLD 
COMPOSED BY 
BRITISH 
COMPOSER 
ROXANNA 
PANUFNIK. 



•Robert Elsie: 
dedicated scholar who 
introduced Albania’s 
history, language, and 
culture globally.





Well-known Albanian 
painter Bashkim 
Ahmeti, master of the 
National Historical 
Museum of Gjergj 
Kastrioti–Skanderbeg 
in Krujë, with the 
British Ambassador 
to the EU at the 
Europe House 
exhibition in London, 
summer 2015.







The Catholic 
Church of 
Theth, built in 
1892, is a 
historic, stone-
built landmark 
located in the 
heart of Theth 
village within 
the Albanian 
Alps.



Islam in 
Albania: A faith 
marked by 
tolerance and 
coexistence. 
The Et’hem Bey 
Mosque, built in 
1830



Albanian 
Orthodox Church 
of Ardenica 
(1282), where, in 
1451, Gjergj 
Kastrioti 
Skënderbeu was 
married to 
Andronika 
Arianiti.





BEKTASHISM IN ALBANIA IS A LIBERAL ISLAMIC SECT THAT 
PROMOTES HUMAN LOVE, TOLERANCE, AND SPIRITUAL HARMONY.



Albania is a living 
example of 
peaceful 
coexistence among 
different religions. 
During Pope 
Francis’s visit, more 
than 300,000 
Albanians gathered 
at Mother Teresa 
Square to welcome 
him. Notably, over 
half of those 
present belonged to 
the Islamic faith.



Soft power is an effective instrument 
for promoting Albania, Kosova, and 
Albanians globally.
Everything presented this evening, and 
much more can be found at:

www.malberisha.com

http://www.malberisha.com/




Thank you for your attention!

Ju faleminderit për vëmendjen!



www. Malberisha.com
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